THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN

Hutton/ 'If the Canton ("Red") Government makes
common cause with the Nanking ("National")
Government-as one day it is bound to do/ in
Mr* Hutton's view, 'the sooner if Japanese pressure
on China increases - any Japanese attack on China
from the North, where Japanese forces are well "dug
in", will mean war with, and over, all China.

'As soon as that happens the position of Hong Kong
and of all Chinese Treaty Ports becomes equivocal.
For the railway from Hankow down to the hinterland
of Canton has just been completed- If Canton and
Nanking have to fight Japan together, they will retire
inland, leaving the coastline at the mercy of the
Japanese Navy, But Hong Kong is British, adjoining
which lies Canton, the seat of the "Red" Government;
and naturally the Japanese will send an ultimatum to

reach both the north and south.   What will then be
the attitude of the British Government?
'The British Government,' he thinks, 'would then
have to choose between fighting over Hong Kong, or
accepting Japanese dictation-which means the end
of Hong Kong, and the retreat of the British in the
Far East to Singapore. It is tolerably certain that the
United States would hardly after the experience pres-
ently to be related be very disposed to make common
cause with us.
*If Hong Kong and South China go, the overland
route to Tibet and India goes; and Singapore can be
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